December 2006

Well done and happy
Christmas

Hello Dust Detectives,

Well it has been a fantastic six
months to be measuring dust.
Our new dust mobs at Finke,
Walungurru, Laramba, Stirling,
Canteen Creek and Alpurrurulam
have made some fantastic
recordings of dust. Thanks heaps
for looking out for dustee and
making the weather recordings.
Hope you and your fantastic
teachers have a great Christmas.
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News from the laboratory...

Well we received some deadly dust collected by you guys. The dust has been
weighed, colour recorded, particle-sized and kept for future analyses. The graph
below indicates that Finke had the greatest sediment collected in the bottom wind
vane sampler. Stirling had a large deposition total in September also. The patrticle-
size was quite coarse. This tells us that a lot of it came from your country.
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Duststorm near Alpurrulum 2" Nov 06

Three sediment mass collected with the WVS

Good ldeas...

* Cloud Cover — Use the quadrat to
determine cloud cover. Divide the sky
into four sectors, N, S, E and W (from
horizon) & view each sector through the
guadrat. Record how much cloud in
each sector.

» Make a ‘Haboob Chart’. Collect ‘dusty’
words (English & local language). Stick
words on a chart shaped like a
‘Haboob’. Use the words to write stories,
poems & reports.

 Play ‘Human Instruments’. Students,
working in small groups, use their
bodies to create instrument shapes. Add
appropriate actions to show how each
instrument works. Other students try &
work out what the instrument is.

» Scale drawing with a quadrat.
Students use the quadrat to view a part
of the environment and then transpose
that view to quad paper eg. Downscale
from20 cmto 1 cm.

Spics and Specs...

In 2007,

* a pre paid mail back system of dust will
be setup

» video footage of lab life will be used.

* real time display of weather and dust at
Griffith Uni will be available

» clipboard folders will be provided to
make field work easier

» archive records of dust activity around
your area

* more instruction cards

Where has Craig been...

Well the PhD writing is oh so close to being
finished (by Christmas dinner !). This means
that in 2007 | will be talking more frequently with
you guys. Thanks for your patience during this
enforced lock down of my time.

This material has been developed as a part of the Australian School Innovation in Science, Technology and Mathematics Project
funded by the Australian Government Department of Education, Science and Training as a part of the Boosting Innovation in
Science, Technology and Mathematics Teaching (BISTMT) Programme.”




